
MICHIGAN ELECTION LAW (EXCERPT)
Act 116 of 1954

168.791 Voting machines; sealing against voting; reading and announcement of vote; absent
voters' ballots; legality; count and tally; completion of returns; availability; sealing and
locking machine.
Sec. 791. As soon as the polls of election are officially closed and the last voter has voted, the inspectors of

election shall seal the operating lever of the machine, if any, against voting, with the numbered metal seal
provided for that purpose and open the counter compartment in the presence of the challengers and all other
persons lawfully within the polling place, giving full view of all the counter numbers. The chairman of the
board shall then under the scrutiny of another member, in the order of the offices as their titles appear on the
machine, read and announce in a distinct voice the candidate's name or the designating number and letter, if
any, of each counter for each candidate's name and the number of votes shown on said counter, and shall then
in like manner read and announce the vote on each constitutional amendment, proposition or other question.
He shall also announce the vote as recorded for each office on the irregular ballots, if any. The candidate
counters shall be read consecutively along the row or column and the votes as registered and announced shall
be entered in ink by members of the board, directly into the inspectors' statement of returns, in the space
which has the same candidate's name or designating number and letter, if any. After recording on the
inspectors' statement of returns, the vote as shown by the counters, the figures shall be verified by being
called off in the same manner from the counters of the machine by another inspector. At least 2 copies of the
statement of returns shall be made simultaneously.

When absent voters' ballots have been returned to the city clerk and delivered to the precinct board of
election inspectors such election inspectors shall determine the legality of such ballots as prescribed in this
act, and shall count and tally the votes on such ballots on 2 separate tally sheets which shall be provided by
the county clerk. The canvass will be performed in the same manner as is provided for paper ballot precincts.
The totals from this canvass shall be entered separately on the statement of returns and also included in the
total precinct vote as shown on the statement.

The counter compartment of the voting machine shall remain open until the statement of returns and other
records, if any, have been fully completed and signed by the election board. During such time any challenger
of any party, duly accredited as provided by the election law, who may desire to be present shall be admitted
to the polling place. Immediately after the canvass has been completed, the results, stating the total number of
votes received by each person voted for in said precinct for any office and the number of votes for and the
number of votes against any proposed constitutional amendment or other submitted proposition, shall be made
available to interested persons who may be present. Ample opportunity shall be given to any person lawfully
present to compare the results with the counterdials of the machine and any necessary corrections shall then
and there be made by the election board, after which the doors of the voting machine shall be closed and
locked.

When absent voters' ballots have been cast in the voting precinct, the machine shall not be closed and
locked until such ballots, from which the perforated numbered corners have been detached, have been sealed
in an envelope provided for that purpose or wrapped and tied in the manner provided at elections where
voting machines are not used, and placed inside the machine, after which the doors shall be securely closed
and locked. On the envelope or wrapper shall be printed a certificate which shall be signed by all members of
the election board certifying that the absent voters' ballots contained therein have been properly recorded on
the absent voters' tally sheet and the statement of returns.

Such machines shall remain sealed or locked and shall not be operated subsequent to any primary or
election until the day following the last day for filing petitions for recount of any votes cast on such machines,
after which period the seals may be broken and machines released, unless a recount petition has been filed and
the recount not completed, or the release of the machine has been stayed by a court order. In any case, the
seals shall be broken and machines released not less than 20 days preceding an election at which such
machines are to be used. In city, village and township elections, the legislative body may, if not prohibited by
the charter of such city, village or township, provide for a different period during which the machine shall
remain sealed or locked.

History: 1954, Act 116, Eff. June 1, 1955;Am. 1955, Act 271, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1955;Am. 1965, Act 331, Imd. Eff. July 23,
1965;Am. 1970, Act 2, Imd. Eff. Feb. 10, 1970.
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